" LUXATIONS IN PARTICULAR.

There are feveral inftances where the luxated ribs
have retained their diflocated fituations without any
hurt; therefore, where ‘the fymptoms are not very
urgent, and the head of the rib but little difplaced, it
is molt advifeable to let it remain fo. |

~ After reducing a Luxation of the Rib apply a comprefs
wet with {p. vin. camph. and the napkin and {capulary;
bleed, keep the body foluble, and obferve a thin diet. -

The Spinal Vertebrz cannot be difplaced without a
fraCture of their interfe&ing procefles, and without the
utmoft hazard of the patient’s life; becaufe the medalla
{pinalis, being comprefled or wounded, will produce a
pally of the parts below ; whence it is evident that thefe
Luxations are no lefs dangerous than difficult to reduce:
in order to which, the patient is to be laid, when the
vertebral procefles are difplaced on both fides, inclined
over a cafk or other cylindric body, but inclining more
to the found fide, if they are difplaced only on one
fide; while in the mean time an attempt is made by the
fingers to replace them; which done, a comprefs is to
be applied wet with {p. vin. camph. and then a pafte-
board fplint retained by the napkin and fcapulary.

The Os Coccygis may be luxated either outward or
inward ; the former is occafioned by a hard birth only,
and therefore feldom happens. When it is diflocated
inward, which moft commonly happens by fome fall,
blow, or other violence, you are to dip your finger in
oil and introduce it into the anus, and the other fingers
being applied externally, reduce the bone into its proper

‘ - place,
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place. When it is luxated outward, replace it by your
fingers applied externilly; and after the reduion,
comprefles are to be retained upon the part (firft wet
with fp. vin. camph.) by the T bandage, and the pa-
tient is to lie on one fide or the other alterpately; or if
he fits, it muft be in a chair with a hole in the bottom,
to prevent any difplacing of the bone again by preffure,
as before directed in frattures of this part, '

A Luxation of the Thigh Bone happens but feldom,
for the round head of this bone is fo ftrongly articulated
into the decp acetabulum by the round and capfular
ligameats, fecured by very thick incumbent mulcles,
that it is almoft impofiible for it to be diflocated by any
force, without a previous relaxation, or a tumor of the
mucilaginous gland lodged in the cavity; from whence,
and from the friability of the neck of the femur, as
alfo from innumerable diffetions of bodies thus affetted,
it is evident that the femur happens to be fratured in
its neck ninetc_eu times for one diflocation ; fo that what
is commonly taken for a diflocation of the femur, is in
reality a fralture of its oblique neck. Yet it muft not
be denied, that in weak, cacheétic and {cerbutic people,
and in infants or children, and fometimes, though very
rarely, in robuft men, the femur may by fome violence
be diflocated, and that moft commenly downward,
and inward or forward towards the opening in the os
pubis; in which cafe the knee and foot ftraddle out-
ward and backward, the difeafed appearing longer than
the found leg; the head of the bone is alfo perceptible
below the inguen, where, by comprefling .the nerves of

the bladder, it fometimes caufes a (uppreffion of urine,
and
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